
 
Freedom Challenge Prayer Meeting 
Resource #6   

Pray Freedom for Western Europe 
“I’ll tell you what it really means to worship the LORD. Remove the chains of 
prisoners who are chained unjustly. Free those who are abused! Share your food 
with everyone who is hungry; share your home with the poor and homeless. Give 
clothes to those in need; don’t turn away your relatives.” 
Isaiah 58:6-7 
 

Background 
Europe is the world’s second smallest continent, yet it has played a major role in the 
development of world history, politics and economy. Today Western European countries 
are invariably high-income developed countries, characterized by democratic political 
systems. Most are members of NATO and the European Union. Yet most of Western Europe 
is a destination for victims of human trafficking. More than 70,000 women are trafficked to 
Western Europe each year, from the most diverse range of origin countries than in any 
other region. 
 

A Story 
Today it feels as if the hothouse is closing in around Senghor Diop. He keeps repeating to 
himself: “Je ne parle pas espagnol… 
 
I do not speak Spanish. I will not speak Spanish. I am a teacher of French and German in my 
country. That is what I will speak.” 
 
As he bends down and picks one tomato after the other, it seems like his world shrunk to 
just this hothouse. The heat, his aching back and the long remaining rows fade into what 
has become his present reality: working backbreaking hours to help feed thirty family 
members back in Senegal. 
 
At night Senghor goes back to his crude shack built from tin and plastic. He is worried, but 
he cannot share his worry with anyone. Times have become tougher than ever, and his 
bosses have started dismissing people. Will he be next? He is older than most workers here. 
Senghor followed his brother to Spain, but within three months his brother passed away – 
killed by the same cough Senghor now has. He knows his cough won’t be treated by any 
doctor, since he is an illegal immigrant. Senghor still shudders when he thinks of the 
journey to Spain in an open boat, which some didn’t survive. 
 



Emerging from the hothouse every evening, Senghor looks at the bright lights of the tourist 
district nearby, where people enjoy Spain’s lavish hospitality. Sometimes the rhythmic 
music reaches him on the slight night breeze. 
 
His shack offers no bright lights, having no electricity or sanitation. His future offers no 
bright lights, either. 
 
Spain 
Prayer Points 

• Pray for the migrant workers (mostly from Africa) who make their living in harsh 
circumstances. Poverty and lack of employment opportunities force many to flee 
their countries. 

• Pray that God will meet them at their point of greatest need, showing Himself to be 
their Provider. 

 
Issues in Austria 
Because of its geographical location at the center of Europe, Austria is affected by human 
trafficking both as a transit country and target destination. The most frequent phenomena 
of human trafficking in Austria includes sexual exploitation, slave-like situations of 
domestic servants and child trafficking. Vienna currently has nearly 3,400 registered sex 
workers and hosts up to half of the nation’s sex workers. 
Prayer Points 

• Pray for the restoration of true beauty in this city famous for opera houses and 
world class artists. 

• Pray that Austrian Christians will reach out to those who are captive and help to 
bring hope. 

 
Issues in Greece 
The baby trafficking industry in Greece is booming. Newborn babies, mostly from Eastern 
Europe, are sold illegally for as little as $4,000.  

• Pray for the protection of innocent women and children against these predators and 
for authorities to not turn a blind eye to this horrific trade. 

 
Teenage males, typically unaccompanied minors from Afghanistan and Sub-Saharan Africa, 
are forced into prostitution in Greece. Debt bondage and forced labor are also issues.  

• Pray for rescue and rehabilitation programs and for international intervention. 
 
Issues in Italy 
Ifelayo, a young Nigerian girl, had no idea what awaited her when she enrolled in a 
program to study in Italy. When she arrived in Rome after a long and tiresome journey, the 
man accompanying her took her passport and sold Ifelayo into prostitution. 

• Pray for the approximately 2,000 women who, like Ifelayo, followed their dream of 
a better future, only to be duped and exploited. Pray they find salvation and freedom 
in Christ but also escape the prisons their circumstances keep them in. 



• Pray for the women who collaborate with the Italian police by denouncing members 
of the criminal groups that brought them to Italy and forced them into prostitution, 
it is highly dangerous to return to their own countries until the procedure is 
completely concluded. Thank God for their courage and pray for their protection as 
they attempt to break free. 

 
Issues in Germany 
Sex trafficking in Germany has risen by a staggering 70% in the last five years. This could 
be due to the fact that prostitution has been legalized.  

• Pray for the 20% of these trafficking victims who are underage and thus even more 
vulnerable. 

An international band of human traffickers has been caught smuggling children to Germany 
from Haiti and beyond, then selling them to pedophiles. The group posed as an aid 
organization, luring the children with promises of a better life. This is, unfortunately, not an 
isolated case. In this instance, victims have returned to their home countries.  

• Pray for miraculous intervention in the lives of the traumatized children and for 
emotional restoration. 

• Pray, too, for underage victims who are targeted by means of the internet. 
 
Action Point 
Volunteer your time to help at local ministries that are reaching out to those who are 
needy, entrapped and oppressed. 
 


