
 
Freedom Challenge Prayer Meeting  
Resource #3 

Praying for West Africa 
“When the poor and needy are dying of thirst and cannot find water, I, the LORD God 
of Israel, will come to the rescue. I won’t forget them. 
Isaiah 41:17 

Background 
There’s a unique rhythm and beat to West Africa. A rich diversity of people inhabit this area 
that stretches all the way from vibrant, bustling full-volume Lagos to the silent steps of a 
camel caravan silhouetted against a blood-red Saharan sunset. 
 
It is also one of the poorest regions in the world with governments weakened by political 
instability, civil wars, under-development and poverty. With large sections of society left 
increasingly vulnerable, human security has become a critical matter in the region. 

 
A Story 

“Where are you going?” asked the man above him with a sneer on his face. 
 
“There is nothing but desert around you.” 
 
“I…I would rather die than return to you.” Yusuf shouted back whilst trying to slide away 
on the sand. 
 
But it was useless. His escape attempt was hampered from the beginning when the Achilles 
tendon on his right leg was cut – the punishment of an escape attempt a few days before. 
 
Yusuf is a slave. His mother is a slave. His sister is a slave. If he marries, his wife and his 
children will also be slaves. In his country, Mauritania, the law states that slavery is 
banished, yet he and 90,000 others are still caught up in the most traditional form of 
slavery: he belongs to someone else. 
 
Surrounded by the great Sahara, Yusuf’s duties are to take care of the camels, make 
charcoal and to look for drinking water. This would take him most of the day and often he 
will not return ‘home’ to his family until midnight. ‘Home’ was nothing more than an area 
encircled with cloth, offering little comfort when the temperatures plummet in the desert 
evenings. Food is “also hard to come by especially if their lord is not feeling gracious 
enough for them to share in the leftovers. 
 



One day, an unexpected windstorm came up, scattering the herd of camels in his care. It 
was a difficult task to gather the animals back again in spite of the howling winds and 
stinging sand, but he managed to find them all, except for one. That evening, enraged by the 
loss of a camel, the owner’s son proceeded to teach Yusuf a lesson by repeatedly beating 
him in the eyes with a club. Just one more wound added to the numerous others. Yet Yusuf 
still regarded himself fortunate compared to the plight of his sister. 
 
Like all female slaves, her duties during the day are to take care of the household, cleaning, 
cooking, tending goats and nursing the mistress’ children. At night, her purpose is to satisfy 
her owner’s lust and be used to breed more slaves for the household. 
 
Yusuf’s second attempt to flee his master’s household was one too many. Such insolence 
cannot be tolerated; it is easy enough to trade in a camel or gun for a new slave. 
 
Issues in Mauritania 
Even though chattel slavery has been repeatedly banished in Mauritania since 1980, very 
little has been done to enforce this law in a society where this practice of people being 
treated as property had been ingrained in the culture. 
Prayer Points 

• Pray that God will bring transformation in the Mauritanian society such that the 
laws of the country will be enforced and slavery will disappear. 

• Pray for the many NGO’s that are assisting escaped slaves to build a new life in 
which they can live in freedom. Pray that the slaves will also find true freedom in 
Christ. 

• Pray also for Sudan where this form of slavery is making a comeback. 
 
Issues in Nigeria 
In June 2011, Nigerian police raided an alleged “baby farm” where teenage mothers were 
forced to give up their newborns for sale to human traffickers. Thirty-two pregnant girls, 
mostly of school age, were rescued from a maternity home run by a trafficking ring. The 
girls were locked up so they could produce babies to be sold for illegal adoption or for use 
in ritual witchcraft. 
Prayer Points 

• Although rarely mentioned, “baby farming” is a real form of human trafficking. Cases 
have been reported from Zambia to Thailand. Pray that God will lead authorities to 
these “farms” and rescue those entrapped. Pray that God will protect young girls 
from being lured into this heinous industry. 

• In Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, human trafficking is ranked the 
third most common crime. Pray that the government will have wisdom in how to 
combat this crime. 

 
Issues in Ghana 
Ghana has often been called an “island of peace” in the West African region. Its relatively 
prosperous economy has attracted large numbers of labor migrants. Unfortunately, many 
of these are children from the north trafficked to the south. 



Prayer Points 
• Child trafficking is rampant in fishing communities along Lake Volta – one of the 

world’s largest man-made lakes. Please pray for the many efforts trying to rescue, 
rehabilitate and reintegrate trafficked children from this region. 

• Children are also enticed into other forms of enslavement. Over 15,000 children are 
believed to be working as porters in Accra. Others have been trapped in the 
agricultural sector, street hawking, forced begging and kente weaving. Pray for OM 
Ghana’s awareness and prevention initiatives in remote northern regions where 
communities are more vulnerable, often sending their children to a so called 
“better” life in the south.” 

 
Issues in Ivory Coast 
Ivory Coast is the leading exporter of cocoa beans to the world market. Thus, the existence 
of slave labor in the industry is relevant to the entire international community—from the 
Ivorian government to the consumers across the world who unknowingly buy the 
chocolate. It is estimated that more than 100,000 children work “under the worst forms of 
child labor” and that some 10,000 of these are victims of enslavement. 
Prayer Points 

• These children are being overworked, get very little pay and are not properly fed. 
They work with dangerous tools and are constantly exposed to harmful pesticides. 
Pray that committed lobby groups worldwide will be successful in their strategy of 
both educating the public and running corporate campaigns to combat this evil. 

• Slave traders are trafficking boys between the age of 12 to 16 to sell them to cocoa 
farmers in need of cheap labor. Most of the boys come from neighboring Mali where 
war and poverty have left many vulnerable to the trade. Pray for political stability 
and good crops in the region. 

• Cote d’Ivoire’s child laborers are not only robbed of their freedom but also of the 
right to a basic education. Pray that education will remain the key component in any 
effective strategy, to ensure a better future for both the countries and the children 
involved. 

 
Issues in Niger 
Although slavery has been prohibited since 1960, Niger, one of the poorest countries in the 
world, still has a minimum of 43,000 slaves. Virtually all of them concern individuals whose 
ancestors were enslaved many generations ago; each new generation is branded as a slave 
at birth. The dynamics of the Tuareg caste system makes it very difficult for these slaves to 
gain freedom. 
Prayer Points 

• Most authorities in Niger deny that slavery exists in their country and have little 
interest to challenge the status quo. Pray that God will establish authorities that are 
compassionate and willing to fight for the freedom of their enslaved countrymen. 

 
Action Point 
Create and distribute public awareness materials such as t-shirts, posters and public 
service announcements for radio. 


