
 
Freedom Challenge Prayer Meeting  
Resource #1 

Praying for the Broader Issues that Impact Human Trafficking 
 
But there will be rewards for those who live right and tell the truth, for those who 
refuse to make money by force or accept bribes, for all who hate murder and violent 
crimes. 
Isaiah 33:15 

A Story 
Regina was nine when her father passed away. Her mother was pregnant again. She already 
had three brothers—two younger and Andrew, an older brother, who lived with an uncle in 
Kinshasa. There was no money left for school, so Regina stayed home, helping her mother 
finding small piece jobs here and there. 
 
Then the war came. One morning a group of armed men came into her village. 
 
“We ran. I had the little one on my back. We were hiding in the forest. Once back in the 
village, my mother gave birth to my sister, Miriam. My mother died only a few hours later. 
 
“Life became even harder. One day the army appeared again. They took many young boys 
from our village—even my two brothers. Now it was only Miriam and me. We could no 
longer stay in our village. I tried to go to my uncle in Kinshasa, but it was a very dangerous 
journey. Miriam became sick and died just before I reached the city. I was so sad. 
 
“My uncle took me to a sewing center where I learnt to sew. After I finished the first level of 
training, they gave me a sewing machine. Many people are surprised to see a young girl like 
me making such beautiful clothes! I am saving money to open my own shop one day. 
 
“The other day I met my friend from the village who travelled with me to Kinshasa. She is a 
sex worker. There was no other way of making money. She didn’t have a choice. I tried to 
help her, but she says she owes too much to the man who helped her.” 
 
 

Issue-Orphans 
Many of the world’s great evils are intertwined with orphan issues. The reality is that a 
child who lacks a provider and protector is a perfect victim—from forced prostitution to 
slave labor. Traffickers prey on people who are poor, isolated and weak. 
 



As of 2014, an estimated 13.3 million children worldwide had lost one or both parents to 
AIDS. More than 80 per cent of these children (11.0 million) live in sub-Saharan Africa. As 
of 2016, an estimated 132 million children are orphaned worldwide. (UNICEF)  
 
Prayer Points: 
Pray for those taking up the cause of human trafficking. The real work of justice is long and 
hard, going beyond “liking” causes on Facebook. Pray for more Christians to take up the 
challenges and joys of adopting an orphan or mentoring a foster child. 
 
Pray that those involved in human trafficking causes will mirror the heart of God who 
describes Himself as the defender of the fatherless. 
 
Pray for a holistic church approach, state support and other sectors of society working 
together in addressing this issue of orphans satisfactorily. 
 

Issue-- Child Labor 
Child labor is an internationally recognized issue which affects many countries of the world 
but is very common in Africa and Asia. It has its roots in poverty, lack of opportunities, high 
rate of population, unemployment, irregular distribution of wealth and resources as well as 
outdated social customs. 
 
The International Labor Organization estimates there are 168 million child laborers 
between the ages of 5 and 17 years old (ILO). There are many different conditions in which 
the children work and most of them range from bad to extremely unhealthy. Some of the 
circumstances they might face are full-time work at a very early age, dangerous work 
places, excessive working hours, limited or no pay, subjection to psychological, verbal, 
physical and sexual abuse, or life on the streets. 
 
Children may labor on farms, in factories, as domestic workers, as beggars, in the sex 
industry, in mines, restaurants and tourist establishments or as soldiers. 
  
Prayer Points: 
Pray for the mental, physical, emotional and spiritual restoration of children after years of 
forced labor. 
 
As long as there is family poverty, there will be child labor. Poor families often depend 
upon the labors of their children as their only source of income for survival. Pray for 
business and transformation initiatives to reach impoverished communities and for the 
cycle of poverty to be broken. 
 
Increasingly, children are also bought and sold; their vulnerability is even greater when 
they arrive in another country. Pray for the necessary government assistance to help 
trafficked children successfully move to a better future: in obtaining birth certificates, 
enrolling in school, in accessing health care, in locating families and returning home. 
 

 



Issue-- Conflict Zones 
Political turmoil, armed conflict and natural disasters destabilize and displace populations, 
increasing their vulnerability to exploitation, abuse and trafficking. Displaced families, poor 
women in rural areas and relatives of members of criminal organizations are all easy 
targets. In Sierra Leone during the civil war, children were forced to mine diamonds to fuel 
the war. During the Sudanese civil war — men, women and children were regularly 
abducted for combat, forced labor and sexual exploitation. The same happened in the 
country of Colombia. 
 
Prayer Points 
Pray for righteous leaders who will act with justice and decisiveness to prevent war and 
conflict. 
 
Pray also that the lives of those devastated by loss and destruction might be rebuilt. 
 

Issue - Education 
To a large extent, human trafficking is merely a symptom of a society battling with a 
number of problems. Education and poverty are two such examples. Educated people are 
more likely to get jobs, be more productive and earn more money – making them and their 
communities less vulnerable to trafficking. Better education improves a poor country’s 
economic growth, thereby generating economic opportunities and income. 
 
Prayer Points 
Pray for a more targeted preventative action that will lead to poverty reduction, the 
creation of employment, affordable education opportunities, and the elimination of gender 
discrimination. 
 
Pray for Christian teachers to dedicate their lives to serve children in vulnerable 
communities. Pray for quality education that serves the whole person, including 
community and spiritual development in areas most vulnerable to trafficking and slavery.” 
 
A mother’s education improves the quality and success of schooling in the next generation, 
thus breaking the poverty cycle. Especially pray for the education of girls in developing 
countries where gender bias is still rife. 
 

Issue - Lack of Government Enforcement 
Human trafficking is reported to be one of the most lucrative sectors of organized crime. 
Modern-day enslavers exploit governments which lack the political will to effectively tackle 
trafficking and its root causes. Low-funding levels for law enforcement agencies also enable 
traffickers to continue their operations. 
 
The trans-national nature of criminal trafficking also overwhelms many countries’ law 
enforcement agencies, as many are not equipped to fight organized crime which operates 
across national borders. 
 
 



Prayer Points 
Pray for effective legislation and improved law enforcement by the authorities responsible 
to prevent and combat human trafficking, protect its victims and prosecute its offenders. 
 
In Asian caste-based cultures, law enforcement agencies and government officials – often 
from the upper classes – do not see trafficking or the caste system as a problem. Pray for a 
renewing of mind and that God will open their eyes to use their power and influence to act 
justly. 
 
Pray that corruption among police and other authorities aiding the enslavers will come to 
the light. 
 
Action Point 
Consider ways to support adoption in your community. 
 
Excerpt From: OM Africa. “Pray Freedom.” iBooks. 
 


