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Praying for the Broader Issues that Impact Human Trafficking II 

See that justice is done. Defend widows and orphans and help those in need. 
Isaiah 1:17 

A Story 
When Shanta was just 13 years old, her mother sent her to an aunties’ house in eastern 
Nepal on an errand. That day Shanta’s life was to change forever. She walked into her own 
wedding. Her new husband, Ram, who was quite a few years older, was a migrant laborer 
in neighboring India. 

Money was short, and after a few years Ram returned to India. Soon after, Shanta also left 
as a migrant laborer to Kuwait. By this time, however, they had two small children who 
needed food and education. During this time Kuwait, changed their laws requiring migrant 
laborers to be tested for HIV, and Shanta discovered she was positive and had to return to 
Nepal. 

Once back home, the nightmare continued. Everyone in the family and village knew about 
Shanta’s HIV status and blamed her. She found herself being treated differently, although 
the truth was that Shanta hardly even knew what HIV meant. It was discovered later that 
her husband and youngest child were also HIV positive. 

Issue-Migration 
For centuries, people have moved across borders in search of better opportunities. Yet, the 
international labour migration of the past ten years is unprecedented in its scope and 
impact on a global economy. Accurate data on migration is difficult to obtain because many 
migrant workers lack official status, but it was estimated that there were 200 million 
international migrant workers and their families in 2010. 

Migrant workers are motivated by a lack of opportunities at home and the belief they can 
achieve a better life in a foreign country. Therefore, the majority of migrants live in the 
richer countries of Europe and North America. 
Prayer Points: 
In most Arab Gulf countries, up to 80% of the labor force is filled with migrant workers. An 
estimated 2.5 million Nepalis work in the Gulf and East Asian countries and make up one of 
the fastest- growing migrant populations in that region.  

• Pray for the protection of thousands of women vulnerable to sexual abuse and
slave-like conditions in so many of the domestic jobs they acquire.



South Africa inevitably attracts migrant labor from across the continent. Armed conflict and 
associated dislocation, political and economic upheaval, lack of education and employment 
opportunities in the continent are some of the main reasons. The fragile state of Zimbabwe, 
for example, has triggered a massive diaspora, resulting in a huge dependency on the 
generous contributions from family abroad. In Somalia, 40% of households depend entirely 
on revenues from migrant exiles.  

• Pray that many of these dislocated nations will find not only financial security in
these countries of refuge, but also eternal security in Jesus Christ.

Issue-- Caste based slavery 
In Hindu society, one is born into a caste – a class of people based on social status and 
perceived religious purity. The caste you are born into determines ultimately what work 
you are able to do. For the lower castes, most noticeably the Dalits but also others such as 
the Badi and Kamaliri, this means a life of slavery. Lower-caste members may be forced to 
work as manual laborers, domestic servants and in the commercial sex industry. These 
‘untouchable’ castes have almost no opportunity to escape from their position, and the few 
who do try have to face hostile crowds which aim to keep them ‘in their place’. 
Prayer Points: 

• Many ministries and NGO’s are working with the ‘untouchable’ castes in an effort to
help them escape from their situation. Pray that they may have the necessary funds
to provide training and opportunities so these lower-caste individuals may better
their lives.

• Realizing their difficult position in life has created a greater spiritual awareness by
the lower-castes. Pray they become followers of Christ and find ultimate freedom.

Issue-- HIV/AIDS 
There are approximately 40 million people living with HIV globally. There may not be any 
“causal correlation” between HIV and slavery, but once a person is trafficked, their 
susceptibility to the disease is certainly higher than that of a person who engages in sex-
work out of choice. Some reasons for this are: 

1. Victims are exposed to forced and unsafe sex with multiple partners.
2. Many victims are poorly educated and do not know what HIV is.
3. Victims may receive medical treatment, which may include forced or voluntary

pregnancy termination in unsanitary conditions by unqualified practitioners using
contaminated instruments.

4. Victims are often moved around the country and unwittingly spread the disease.
Prayer Points 

• In southern Africa, the dynamics are slightly different, and HIV is acknowledged as
one of  “the influencing factors for human trafficking in addition to poverty and
under-education. The continent is infamous for having over 14 million children
orphaned by AIDS. Children who have lost at least one parent are more susceptible
to traffickers’ manipulations. Pray for Christians to create safe havens for children
and for the church to step into the void by holistically reaching out to their
communities.



• In many HIV-affected countries, men are seeking younger and younger sex workers 
in the hope they will be HIV-negative; this has increased the numbers of younger 
girls being traded. Pray for dedicated Christians to find creative and godly ways to 
reduce the HIV risks and vulnerabilities which that trafficked victims face. 

 
Issue - Bonded Labor 

 
Bonded labor, otherwise known as debt labor, occurs mostly in rural areas where 
unscrupulous employers and loan sharks bind entire families, including children, to repay 
loans. These loans are often incurred because a family faces an emergency such as a poor 
harvest or need for medical assistance. This issue is closely connected with caste-based 
slavery and poverty. 
 
The plight of children in bonded labor is especially horrific. Forced to work for years to pay 
off loans, these children receive no education, live in abysmal circumstances and rarely 
receive sufficient food... yet are still expected to work extended hours. 
Prayer Points 
 

• Pray that God will provide ways for families to support themselves without taking 
on debt. 

• Escaping the cycle of debt and poverty is nearly impossible without outside 
intervention. Pray that God will raise up individuals and ministries who will be able 
to step into lives to help educate and provide resources which can end the cycle. 

• Pray for governments to put in place and enforce the necessary laws so corrupt 
employers and loan sharks will not be able to unscrupulously prey on the poor and 
needy. 

 
 

Issue - Forced Marriages 
 

For people in the West, the idea of being forced into marriage is as incredible and foreign as 
some of the countries where this is happening. A variety of reasons may exist for why a 
person, usually a young girl, will end up forced into marriage. It may be that the culture 
dictates that girls should be married young to protect their virginity; others may be sold to 
help a family that is in dire poverty or even to repay a loan. Some customs even allow two 
men to gain a new wife by exchanging brides, many times their daughters. In other areas, 
girls are kidnapped to become brides where suitable wives are in short supply. 
 
One of the biggest challenges with forced marriage is that the girls involved have often not 
reached puberty yet (some may be as young as eight). These girls’ bodies are not 
emotionally and physically ready for the act of marriage and subsequent childbirth. 
Challenging these customs is quite difficult as both fathers and mothers, lacking education 
and means, support the continuation of forced marriage. 
 
 



Prayer Points 
• Pray for people standing up against the practice of forced marriage to have wisdom 

in how to challenge the customs and protect victims. 
 

• Pray for the health of girls trapped in marriage at a young age. Pray that they will be 
able to access sufficient health care systems. 

 
Action Point 
Join or start a grassroots human trafficking coalition. 


