
Freedom Challenge Prayer Meeting 
Resource #10  

Pray Freedom South East Asia 
The LORD said: Be honest and fair!  Isaiah 56:1 

Background 
This area of friendly people, rich history and stunning landscapes has survived it all: 
colonialism, communism and now capitalism. They have seen some of the worst wars in 
history - World War II, Cambodia and Vietnam – and have survived. However, they are still 
plagued with many challenges ranging from military junta’s in Burma to the tourist sex 
trade in Thailand. 

A Story 
“The first time I performed, I was so shy and scared. I felt terribly ashamed and just wanted 
to cry.” Malee stares vacantly past me, fixing her eyes on anything else but my face, as she 
remembers her first tentative steps into Thailand’s roaring sex trade.“ 

“We are seven children in our family and I am the third born. When an ‘uncle’ I have seen 
only a few times before, approached my parents to take me with him across the border to 
Chiang Mai, they were grateful. It was one less mouth to feed. I was told to obey the ‘uncle,’ 
work hard and send some money back home. My father is a farmer and life is very hard in 
our Burmese village. I did not want to go – I was only 13 years old, but I had little choice. 
From a young age we are taught that the first duty of a girl is to support her family in any 
way she can.” 

Malee continued, “We easily crossed the border even though I had no papers. After only a 
few days, this ‘uncle’ passed me on to another man who brought me here to Bangkok. 

There was no noodle shop to work in, as I was originally told. It has been ten years since I 
last saw my family.” No matter how streetwise Malee has become, the memory of an almost 
forgotten childhood brings a softness – if not perhaps a tear – to that almost vacant stare. 

Malee talks more freely now, “In the beginning I was told that if I save up enough money, I 
can return to my family, but it is most unlikely, it seems. I am still in debt to this man for my 
travel cost from Chaing Mai to Bangkok, for room and board, plus I have learned that it is 
impossible to escape. In the beginning, I could not speak the language; where was I to go? I 
have no citizenship card and little education. I have seen that it is better to obey and please 
this man. At least I have a roof over my head and food.” 



In the past ten years, Malee has seen too many come and go. “If you are a troublemaker, 
they get rid of you – there is always a steady stream of even poorer migrants available to 
replace any dissenters. Most of the girls are either from Laos or north-eastern Thailand, but 
some have travelled all the way from China through malaria-infested jungles. Others have 
been sold 5 to 6 times – even up to ten times... we all worry about AIDS! 
 
With a surprisingly philosophical insight and sounding as old as time itself, Malee 
concludes: “But you know, the sex trade is ancient. It goes back to the beginnings of human 
history. I am but one brick in that long, unbroken wall of female exploitation and misery.” 
 
Prayer Points for Thailand 
 
Sex tourism continues to lure thousands of Westerners to Thailand ‘thanks’ to the lenient 
laws on prostitution, exotic setting and low cost of sexual services.  
 

• Pray for better law enforcement, improved laws, and more prosecutions for these 
crimes, as the trade continues to be shrouded in an almost legal and social 
nonchalance. 

The government provides shelter, vocational and psychological skills to all victims in an 
effort to help them re-integrate into society.  

• Pray for many more of these shelters to be put up across the country and for more 
workers to devote their lives to restore well-being, self-worth, hope and dignity to 
thousands of girls. 

 
Prayer Points for Burma 
Rubies are the most expensive gems per carat in the world, and 90% of them comes from 
the country of Burma, where the military government, well known for its human rights 
violations, owns the vast majority of ruby mines. Adults and young children are forced to 
work in slave-like conditions and hazardous circumstances. 
 
Very young children are used to reach the deepest, smallest, and most dangerous pits. 
Adults who mine for the military are often paid less than $5 a month. Their constant 
exposure to mining conditions causes their skin to begin peeling off after several years, yet 
many have no choice but to keep working. Burmese ruby mining may be one of the 
harshest and most exploitive industries in the world, and every cent generated by it 
continues to keep the exploitive government in control. 
 
Both the USA and EU have placed embargoes on Burmese rubies, yet many other countries 
continue to buy these sought after gems at exorbitant prices.  

• Pray that more countries will place embargoes on these stones as well as the 
Burmese government to be held accountable for their crimes. 

• Pray for protection of those working in the mines – that they may find opportunities 
to escape and build better lives for themselves. 

 
 



Prayer Points for Vietnam 
With Vietnam being liberalized from a poor rice-based economy to a more mixed market 
one, rural workers have begun migrating to urban areas. Mr. Phuc’s family was one of these 
workers. Today, Mr. Phuc is a qualified welder. When he saw an advertisement for a well-
paid construction job in America, he jumped at the opportunity. The company’s Vietnamese 
agents asked for a $10,000 fee to start negotiations. He mortgaged his house and borrowed 
heavily from family members to come up with the money. The fee was the start of a two-
year ordeal that has left Mr. Phuc broke and living in exile in Houston, Texas. He is one of 
many other Vietnamese workers across the world (Middle East, Japan, Western Europe) 
who are treated like indentured servants. 

• Pray that labor export companies sourcing workers for the construction, fishing, or 
manufacturing sectors will start to protect these migrant workers with the 
necessary proactive procedures. The withholding of travel documents and 
acceptance of illegal “commissions” for overseas employment are but two examples 
that need addressing. 

• Pray that the Vietnamese government will take sufficient action to criminally 
prosecute offenders of labor trafficking. 

• Pray that Vietnamese officials will continue their efforts to prevent trafficking 
through public awareness. 

 
Prayer Points for New Zealand 
Slavery at sea is a reality in the frigid ocean waters around New Zealand. Foreign charter 
vessels are hired each year by New Zealand companies to catch the fish quota allocated to 
the Maori. These vessels are little more than rusted boats turned into sweatshops. Crew 
members, mostly Filipino, Indonesian and Ukrainian, are regularly beaten and denied 
health care and food in order to work for up to three days nonstop with meager 
compensation in return. 

• Some sources claim that the New Zealand government knows about these exploitive 
practices in their area but chose to ignore it. Pray they will not turn a blind eye but 
rather combat these abuses and protect the fishing crews. 

• Although recently highlighted in New Zealand, the use of slave-like labor on ships is 
increasing around the world. The multi-billion dollar seafood industry is a lucrative 
attraction for those who have no qualms to exploit others and make a profit. Pray 
that God will expose and bring to justice the boat owners who abuse those in their 
care. 

 
Prayer Points for Malaysia 
The Malaysian government refuses to recognize domestic labor as work. Together with 
their refusal to implement a decent minimum wage for domestic workers, this has rated 
them a Tier 2 country. Malaysia also practices discrimination in the recruitment and 
employment of domestic workers. 

• Pray that the demand for domestic workers to fill the vacuum left when women 
work outside their homes will not be met through exploitation that is equivalent to 
slavery. Malaysian families need to recognize that they need to be decent employers 
and treat their domestic laborers with justice. 



 
Action Point 
Volunteer your professional services to help an anti-trafficking organization that needs 
help from lawyers, doctors, dentists, counselors, translators and interpreters, graphic 
designers, public relations and media professionals, event planners, or accountants. 


